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What do Pharmacy Technicians do?
● Under the supervision of a Pharmacist, Pharmacy technicians will:

○ Dispense prescription medications 
○ Compound prescription medication 
○ Communicate with physicians and nurses 
○ Assist patients 

● Pharmacy technicians assist with the technical aspect of the pharmacy so that pharmacists 
can focus on patient care.

 



● The first step is to getting a Pharm Tech License is to obtain a Pharmacy Technician 
Certification

● There are two pathways to gaining your pharmacy technician certification 
○ Take a course that is recognized and approved by the PTCB (link here)
○ Minimum of 500 hours experience working as a pharmacy technician 

● Upon completion of either pathway, you will need to register for the PTCB certification 
exam. 

How to get Pharm Tech License

https://www.ptcb.org/credentials/certified-pharmacy-technician
https://www.ptcb.org/educators/ptcb-recognized-education-training-program-directory


● Cost of $129 - covers exam fee and CPhT Certification application fee
● Can be taken online (proctored) or in person
● 90 MC exam - only 80 questions will be graded
● 2 hour time frame 

○ 5 minutes for introduction 
○ 1 hour and 50 minutes for exam 
○ 5 minutes for survey at the end

Certification Exam



● Unofficial score will be given at the end of the survey, official scores will be posted to 
PTCB Account within 2-3 weeks

● Need a score of at least 1400 out of 1600 points to pass
● If you pass - you will be able to download your PTCB certification from your account
● If you fail - you can retake the exam 60 days after your first attempt

○ Will need to pay the $129 fee again 

Certification Exam



● In order to apply to the state of California for a pharmacy technician’s license, you will need 
the following items: 

○ Completed Pharmacy Technician License Application
○ SSN or Individual Taxpayer Identification Number (ITIN)
○ Passport style photo taken within 60 days of filing application 
○ High School or High School Equivalency transcripts
○ PTCB Certification 
○ Self-Query Report - dated within 60 days of filing application 
○ Live Scan Fingerprint

● Allow for approximately 45 days for your application to be processed
● The application fee is $195 - nonrefundable. 

Applying for the Pharm Tech License

https://pharmacy.ca.gov/applicants/tch.shtml
https://pharmacy.ca.gov/forms/tch_app_pkt.pdf


Estimated Cost 

Item Cost
Pharm Tech Course $250 - $3,000 (depends on program)

Certification Exam $129

State Application fee $195

Self Query Report $3

Live Scan Fingerprints ~$30

High School Transcripts ~$10



● Program I chose was Pharmacy Tech Scholar. 
○ Pros: Remote with pre-recorded lectures, weekly office hours with professor, very 

affordable 
○ Cons: 6 month timeline to complete 

● Things to consider when choosing a program 
○ Time commitment 
○ In person or remote 
○ Cost 
○ Does it require an externship? 

● Please do thorough research when looking for a program, pick a program that fits what you 
want to get out of it. 

● There is a lot of information in these courses, take that into consideration when planning to 
enroll in a program while also taking a full load of classes. 

Personal Tips

https://pharmacytechscholar.com/

